




Africa  

This project includes a major renovation to the 11-acre heart of the zoo. As guests enter the Zoo, they are embraced by a welcoming plaza with a 
full-scale sculpture of giraffe at a small waterhole that turns into a zero-edge waterfall. This plaza will tell the Zoo’s story as a conservation 
organization and botanical 
garden.  

The old Pachyderm 
Building will be transformed 
into a modern guest center 
that can also be configured 
for events, educational 
programs, and birthday 
parties. Guests can take in 
the views from the terraces 
overlooking the savanna, or 
feed giraffe from patios off 
of the Pachyderm Building. 
An expansive mixed 
species habitat includes 
giraffe, eland, zebra and 
ground birds. The habitat 
includes, a small pool at 
the historic bridge. 
Encircling the savanna are 
habitats for African wild 
dogs, hyena and in 
adjacent areas, cheetah 
and okapi. 

A large barn will be 
included adjacent to the old 
Pachyderm to manage the 
giraffe, eland and. Guests 
can enter the barn for upper-level viewing and feeding. The project completes a loop by adding the Kopje Climb path that will connect to the 



current Lion Kopje. Several close-up viewing blinds are planned along the 20’ vertical climb. Native plant species will replicate an educational 
landscape about Kopje, “islands in the grass.” Additional features include the new boardwalk across the Oak Valley to a series of viewing decks 
and covered shelters with animal holdings below. A mixed species aviary is planned to offer year-round viewing of many sensitive tropical species. 

 

 



 The Pachyderm 
Integral to Africa is a renovation of the 
existing mid-century modern Pachyderm 
building into a modern Zoo Visitor 
Center. This flexible space will be 
available to daily guests as well as public 
and private events. The existing, 
outdated animal holding areas will be 
converted to functional spaces for uses 
such as an auditorium, changing exhibits, 
art gallery, and classrooms. A variety of 
small animal will activate the public 
hallway and rooms. Exhibits will be 
customized to the building’s unique 
triangular niches, as well as in ground 
pools, each with an extensive interpretive 
package for teaching/learning purposes.  

From this location, guests will have 
access out in all directions to engage in a 
variety of activities. Updated restrooms 
and baby changing facilities are provided. 
Special gardens will flow out from each 
side of the building: to the west, a hillside 
garden for small African mammals and 
reptiles; to the north, the terrace garden 
for outdoor events and views to the entry 
plaza waterfall and pools; to the east, 
habitats for flamingos and pygmy hippos; 
and to the south, an extensive terrace for viewing and feeding opportunities for the multi- species savanna habitat. Several types of feeding and 
engagement opportunities are proposed: elevated giraffe feeding, on-grade ostrich and eland feeding. As a party rental option, a private walking 
safari interpretive area will provide special viewing/feeding opportunities and camp tents for children to experience life as a field researcher. 
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