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NO: 678 

DATE: AUGUST 4, 2015 

TO: THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

SUBJECT: JULY 2015 SALES AND USE TAX COLLECTIONS 

Combined sales and use taxes for the General Fund are $2,736,894 or 12.7% below target for 
the year.  

General Fund Sales Tax 

General Fund sales tax collections for July totaled $17,869,343, which is:   

§ $753,774 or 4.0% below target for the month 
§ $228,925 or 1.3% below FY 2015 collections for the month 

The July remittance includes actual collections for the second half of May and estimated 
collections for the first half of June by major taxpayers. 

Sales tax revenues for the first month of fiscal year 2016 started both under target and below last 
year for the same period.  Much of the decline stems from weaker retail sales as well as lower 
utility sales when compared to last year.  Retail sales last year were quite strong for the month 
making it a difficult challenge for this month’s sales to overcome.  Utilities sales were negatively 
impacted by notably cooler temperatures this year resulting in less demand for electricity as well 
as lower natural gas prices reducing natural gas revenues.  Services, Wholesale, and 
Manufacturing remained flat. 

Major Category
Change from           

Jul 2015
Year-to-Date 

% Change
% of Total 
Sales Tax

  Retail -1.6% -1.6% 51.1%
  Hotels & Restaurants 4.5% 4.5% 16.7%
  Services -0.2% -0.2% 11.1%
  Wholesale -0.7% -0.7% 9.7%
  Utilities -11.2% -11.2% 5.5%
  Manufacturing 0.5% 0.5% 4.1%
  Other Miscellaneous -23.8% -23.8% 1.7%
       Total -1.3% -1.3% 100.0%

FY 2016 Sales Tax Performance:  Month & YTD
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SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
Current Month Versus Same Month Prior Year

 



City
Change from           

Jul 2015
Year-to-Date 

% Change

  Oklahoma City -1.3% -1.3%
  Tulsa -0.4% -0.4%
  Norman -2.7% -2.7%
  Edmond -2.8% -2.8%
  Moore 8.5% 8.5%
  Midwest City -4.4% -4.4%
  Yukon 12.7% 12.7%

City Comparison

Rates are normalized to account for tax rate changes

Comparison to Other Cities 

Sales tax collections for most of the top twenty 
cities in Oklahoma were down this month.  Yukon 
and Moore had the second and third highest growth 
rates out of the top twenty cities.  Oklahoma City’s 
sales performance was average when compared to 
the rest of the metro and Tulsa. 

 

Retail  

§ Miscellaneous Retail – Notably reduced sales over the last few months from a major oilfield 
supply retailer as well as a refund by another retailer this month caused most of the drop. 

§ Building Materials – Rainy weather likely played a significant role in the decline. 

§ Food Stores – Sales were above average this month for most in the category. 

§ General Merchandise – Sales were down for most general merchandisers this month.  One 
business had a low payment last year that contributed to much of this month’s growth. 

§ Electronics & Appliances – Large payments last year from two retailers caused this month’s 
drop in sales. 

§ Pharmacies & Health Stores – Three new major businesses have been added to this category 
since last year.  Together they have been responsible for the recent spike in growth. 

Change from           
Jul 2015

Year-to-Date        
% Change

% of Total           
Retail Sales

  General Merchandise 4.6% 4.6% 22.4%
  Building Materials and Lawn & Garden -7.5% -7.5% 15.8%
  Food Stores 8.2% 8.2% 13.6%
  Apparel & Accessories -4.3% -4.3% 10.4%
  Electronics & Appliances -9.3% -9.3% 8.5%
  Miscellaneous Retail -30.2% -30.2% 6.2%
  Auto Parts & Supplies 7.7% 7.7% 5.5%
  Furniture & Home -5.2% -5.2% 5.1%
  Pharmacies & Health Stores 15.9% 15.9% 4.5%
  Sporting Goods & Hobby Stores 7.6% 7.6% 4.2%
  Convenience Stores -0.5% -0.5% 3.3%
  Direct Sales -8.6% -8.6% 0.6%

-1.6% -1.6% 100.0%

FY 2016 Retail Sub-Category Performance:  Month & YTD

Retail Category

       Total  

 




