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HIV Resource Center

4154 S. Harvard, Suite H
Tulsa, 918-749-4194
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Tulsa Oklahomans for Human Rights

HELPLINE

New in town? Having problems? Need referrals?
The TOHR Gay Information Line is here for you
We offer a wide variety of referrals — from legal and medical to AIDS,
TOHR and bar information.
The helpine is stafed 7 days a week, 800 PM o 10:00 PM.

743-GAYS
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ris Williamson
and Tret Fure

IN CONCERT

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
:00 P.M.
CIVIC CENTER LITTLE THEATRE
(DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA CITY)
$15% Advance Ticket $25% Preferred Seating
SPONSOR: $25% Donation, $25 Preferred Seating

I TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED at Herland (orfrom any Herland board
. Call 405-521-9696 (leave message) or come by 2312 N.W. 39th,
| Okiahoma City, during regular hours (10 - 6 Saturday and 1 - 6 Sunday).

Over the last two decades, Cris Wiliamson has become a houschold word in
the world of women's music. She has performed around the globe, includinga
concert at Carnegie Hall, and she has sold nearly one million albums and CDs
A ifted singer-songwriter, Cris has been called a folk hero by some,  teacher
and spri hesler by othrs. She possesses  voic tht citc Ben Fong-Torres
aalled “a full-bodied, high-soaring thing of beauty.”

lianan & e i and g, a bt cnprs o ... he
h hdecpl humor bout
otemie

KM human condition.

Tret Fure began writing music a the age of 19 while a student ar UC Berkeley.
She cut her firs solo album, TRET FURE in 1973 with MCA Records. She has
since recorded three solo albums and worked in collaboration with Cris on
several other albums

A charismatic performer, Fure had the audience in her lap.”  — Daily Californian
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City Human Rights Commission Resolves First Case

By Carla Hinton
Stail Writer

The Oklahoma City
Human Rights Com-
mission has resolved
its first complaint —
the case of a woman

who alleged she was
the victim of diserimi-
nation by her westside
employer.

Most of the racial

discrimination, intimi-
dation or harassment

complaints that have
been sent to the com-
mission have not been
under its jurisdiction
to handle, but under
that of Oklahoma City
police, said assistant
city attorney Rita Tal-

ley. The nine-member
commission was
formed in 1988.

At a recent meeting,
chairman Tulic Ram-
irez said the commis-
sion has been eager fo
show it can serve as

an effective means of
resolving conflicts as
a type of mediation
board.
- Ramirez said the
case involved a His-
ic woman who al-
eged that Southern
Food Service, 10321 W
Reno, discriminated
against her by hiring
white employees at a
higher salary and by
neglecting to give her
a raise.

The woman told the
comimission that white
employees were paid
hourly wages 50 cents
or more higher than
she, Ramirez said.

Human rights coor-
dinator Joyce Plun-
kelt sald the commis.
sioners preferred not
to announce the com-
plainant's name in
their first resolved
case. They believe oth-
er citizens might be
discouraged from
coming to the commis-
sion for help if they
knew their names
might be made public,
shesald, .

In her complaint
filed with the commis-
sion, the woman al-
leged she was deing
the work of two people
at a work station that
normally required two
employees, while the

company had three
workers at other, sim-
ilar work stations.
Ramirez said the
waoman %ujt her job
during the commis-
sion’s investigation,
but she still wanted
them to continue.
When com offi-
cials were first con-
tacted, they said the
woman's complaint
had no merit, Ramirez

said.

Later, the company
agreed to give the
woman the difference
between her salary
and the other employ-
ees’ in back pay,
which amounted to al-
maost 8500, he said.

But the company
specified they were
not admitting any
wrongdoing in the
case, Ramirez said.

Contacted at home,
the woman and her
husband said they
were very satisfied
with the way their
complaint was
handled.

“I think they really
did a good {z;b and
helped me a lot,” the
woman said.

Ramirez said the
commission hopes oth:
er people will feel free
to turn to the commis-
sion for help in simi
lar situations.

“A lot of people
don't know where to
go when this t of
thing happens. They
either suppress it, re-
act violenfly or they
go through the extra
expense of taklniﬂt]];'a
matter to court,”
irez sald.

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1990%2F05%2F 23&id=Ar06201
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Relations

Workshop
Scheduled

The Oklahoma City
Human Rights Com-
mission, along with
Langston University,
will present a
workshop titled
“*Human Relations: Di-
versity in the 1960s"
from 8 am. to 3 p.m.
July 19 at Metro Tech
Business Conference
Center,

Workshop topics
will include multicul-
tural education, the
Civil Rights Act of
1980, human relations
in the workplace, and
drugs in the work en-
vironment.

Scheduled speakers
include attorney Rita
Douglas Talley and
Drs. Darnell Williams,
C.D. Jones, Joseph
Westerheide and
Worth Hadley.

Keynote speaker for
a luncheon will be at-
terney Melvin Hall.

Payment of a $£20
pre-registration fee by
July 16 is encouraged
to ensure guaranteed
seating.

Repgistration in-
formation can be ab-
tained by contacting
the Langston Univer-
sity Urban Center at
424-4020 or the Human
Rights Commission at
297-2988,

College credit will
be offered for $43.50.

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1990%2F07 %2F 04 &id=Ar05301

The Oklahoman | Wednesday, July 04, 1990 | 53

7



11/30/2020

By Carla Hinton
Staff Writer

The Oklahoma City
Human Rights Commis-
sion is guestioning cer.
tain policies followed by
a local civics training
program, a city official
said this week.

The commission has
sent a letter to Leader
ship Oklahoma City in-
quiring about policies
the organization might
have regarding age and
other selection factors,
said Rita Talley, an
Oklahoma City assistant
attorney who advises
the commission,

J. Ed Barth, Leader-
ship Oklahoma City
president, said the orga-
nization’s policies, in-
cluding one regarding
the desired age of par-
ticipants, are patterned
after leadership pro-
grams across the coun-
try.

“As far as T know, we
have not discriminated
against anyone,” Barth
said.

“The most important
point is that Leadership
Oklahoma City and the
human rights commis-
sion share very much
the same interests.”

Leadership Oklahoma
City is a civics training
program in which par
ticipants attend monthly
sessions designed to de-

velop leadership for
community  service
through discussion of Is-
sues such as health
care, education, govern-
ment, economic develop-
ment, justice, public
safety and the arts,
Assistant city attorney
Talley said no formal

complaint has been filed
with the commission,
but rather concerns
were voiced by several
commissioners,

“It has just come to
the attention of one or
more commissioners
that they may or may
not have a policy on

The Oklahoman | Wednesday, October 02, 1991 | 40

Commission Questions Policies of Leadership Oklahoma City

age,” Talley said.

Talley would not com-
ment on  Leadership
Oklahoma City's re-
sponse to the commis-
sion’s letter of inquiry
because the commission
had not had time to
meet and address the re-
sponse.

Karen Luke, Leader-
ship Oklahoma City ex-
ecutive director, said
candidates for the pro-
gram must live or work
in Oklahoma City, have
demonstrated a commit-
ment 'to the community
through work and vol-
unteer service, and be

between the ages of 30
and 45. )

Through the selection
process, officials try to
choose a training class
that is diverse regarding
career, geographical
and ethnic backgrounds,
Luke said.

She said participants

selected for other lead-
ership programs across
the country are general-
ly in the 30- to 45-year-
old range, much like
Leadership Oklahoma
City.

“Leadership Oklaho-
ma City's goal is to en-
courage new and emerg-

AN

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 10%2F02&id=Ar04000

ing young leaders. Its
purpose is in giving
training to people who
would then have years
and years to give back
to the community,” she
said.

“We really share the
goals of the human
rights  commission,

which is diversity and
fairness.”

Leadership Oklahoma
officials said Tuesday
that the statewide orga
nization, which is simi
lar to Leadership Okla
homa City, does nol
have an age policy.

WE WILL BEAT ANY
ADVERTISED PRICE
IN TOWN* :
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Program’s Policies Questioned

By Carla Hinton
Staff Writer

The Oklahoma City
Human Rights Commis-
sion is guestioning cer-
tain policies followed by
a local civics training
program, a city official
said this week.

The commission has
sent a letter to Leader-
ship Oklahoma City in-
guiring about policies
the organization might
have regarding age and
octher selection factors.
said Rita Talley, an
Oklahoma City assistant
attorney who advises
the commission.

J. Ed Barth, Leader-

ship Oklahoma City
president, said the orga-
nization's policies, in-
cluding one regarding
the desired age of par-
ticipants, are patterned
after leadership pro-
grams across the coun-
ry.

“As far as 1 know, we
have not discriminated
against anvone,” Barth
said.

The most important
point is that Leadership
Oklahoma City and the
human rights commis-
sion share very much
the same interests."”

Leadership Oklahoma
City is a civies training

program in which par-
ticipants attend monthly
sessions designed to de.
velop leadership for
community  service
through discussion of is-
sues such as health
care, education, govern-
ment, economic develop-
ment, justice, public
safety and the arts.

Assjistant city attorney
Talley said no formal
complaint has been filed
with the commission,
but rather concerns
were volced by several
commissioners.

“It has just come to
the attention of one or
more commissioners

that they may or may
not have a policy on
age,” Talley said.

Talley would not com-
ment on Leadership
Oklahoma City's re-
sponse to the commis-
sion"s letter of inquiry
because the gcommission
had not had time to
meet and address the re-
sponse.

Karen Luke, Leader-
ship Oklahoma City ex-
ecutive director, said
candidates for the pro-
gram must live or work
in Oklahoma City, have
demonstrated a commit-
ment to the community
through work and vol-
unteer service, and be
between the apes of 30
and 43.

Through the selection
process, officials fry to
choose a training class
that is diverse regarding
career, geographical
and ethnic backgrounds,
Luke said.

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 10%2F02&id=Ar08100

She said participants
selected for other lead-
ership programs across
the country ace general-
ly in the 30- to 45-vear-
old range, much like
Leadership Oklahoma
City.

“"Leadership Oklaho-
ma City's goal is to en-
courage new and emerg-
ing young leaders. Its
purpose is in giving
training to people who
would then have years
and years to give back
to the community,” she
said.

“We really share the
goals of the human
rights commission,
which is diversity and
fairness.”

Leadership Oklahoma
officials said Tuesday
that the statewide orga-
nization, which is simi-
lar to Leadership Okla-
homa City, does not
have an age policy.
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City to Host New Citizens

By Carla Hinton
Staff Writer

Fifty people from countries around
the world will leave the Oklahoma

ty Council chambers Monday with

mething Uncle Sam might say is
one of the most important valuables
in the world — U.S. citizenship,

The Oklahoma City Human Rliﬁhts
Commission's 10 a.m, meeting will be
the backdrop for a naturalization cer-
emony conducted by the US. Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service's

Fifty citizenship candidates from
couniries such as Bangladesh, China,
Thailand, Mexico and the Philippines
will take the citizenship oath, said

Juge Plunkett, human rights com-
mission coordinator. )

Commission vice chairman Patricia
Keefe said it is aﬁpmprlate that such
a .ceremony be held in conjunction
with the local human rights group's
meeting,

"It's imcﬁurtant to remind the public
that our diverse soclety Is a gilt to us,
not a burden,” Keefe said.

“The Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission believes in doing every-
thing we can to educate the public
about minorities, Certainly a natural-
ization ¢eremany reminds us that our
country is one that welcomes immi-
grants and others who move away
fram their native land,” she said.

The ceremony will be the first ad-
ministrative naturalization hearing to
be conducted by the Immigration’and
Naturalization Service's state office,
sald Grace Sena, director of its Okla-
homa Clty office,

Sena said such ceremonies were
previously conducted in federal court
by a judge, but provisions of the Im-
migration Act of 1880 authorized im-
migration and naturalization service
dlsitrict' directors to confer citizen-
ship.

She said citizenship candidates now
have a chelce of the courtroom cere-
mony or one sponsored by the immi-

See CITIZENS, Page 2

Focus Views

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 11%2F 25&id=Ar04504
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Citizens

From Fage 1

gration service at another location.

Participating in the ceremony
will be Mavor Ron Norick; immi-
gration service Dallas district direc-
tor Ronald C. Chandler; deputy dis-
trict director Jorge Eisermann Jr.;
Nancy Hand, naturalization direc-
tor for the immigration service;
and QOklahoma City Human Rights
Commission chairman Earnest

Long.

Commission coordinator Plunkeit
said one of the citizenship candi-
dates will make a brief speech.

Other participating organizations
include the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution's Oklahoma City
chapter, the National Society of Co-
lonial Dames, Daughters of the
American Colonists’ Isabel Has-
tings Dial chapter and the League
of Women Voters.

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 11%2F 25&id=Ar04608
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Citizenship
Oath Today

By Carla Hinton
Staff Writer

Fifty people from countries around the world wili
leave the Oklahoma City Council chambers today
with something Uncle Sam might say is one of the
most important valuables in the world — U.S. citi-
zenship. . ) o

The Oklahoma City Human Rights Commission's
10 a.m. meeting will be the backdrop for a natural-
fzation ceremony conducted by the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service's Oklahoma office.

Fifty citizenship candidates from countries such
as Bangladesh, China, Thailand, Mexico and the
Philippines will take the citizenship oath, said
Joyce Plunkett, human rights commission coordi-
nator.

Commission vice chairman Patricia Keefe said it
is appropriate that such a ceremony be held in
conjunction with the local human rights group’s
meeting.

“It's important to remind the public that our
diverse society is a gift to us, not a burden,” Keefe

safd. .

“The Oklahoma City Human Rights Commission
believes in doing everything we can to educate the
public about mincorities. Certainly a naturalization
ceremony reminds us that our country is one that
welcomes immigrants and others who move away
from their native land,” she said.

The ceremony will be the first administrative
naturalization hearing to be conducted bv the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service's state office,
sz&.id Grace Sena. director of its Oklahoma City
OLice.

Sena said such ceremonies were previously con-
ducted in federal court by a judge, but provisions
of the Immigration Act of 1990 authorized immigra-
tion and naturalization service district directors to
confer citizenship. .

She said citizenship candidates now have a choice
of the courtroom ceremony or one sponsored by
the immigration service at another location.

Participating in the ceremony will be Mayor Ron
Norick; immigration service Dallas district director
Ronald C. Chandler; deputy district director Jorge
Eisermann Jr.; Nancy Hand, naturalization direc-
tor for the immigration service; and Oklahoma City
Human Rights Commission chairncn Earnest
Long.

Commission coordinator Plunkett said one of the
citizenship candidates will make a brief speech.

Other participating organizations include the
Daughters of the American Revolution's Oklahoma
City chapter, the National Society of Colonial
Dames, Daughters of the American Colonists' Isa-
bel Hastings Dial chapter and the League of Wom-
en Voters,

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 11%2F25&id=Ar06801
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Human Rights Observed

Oklahoma City May-
or Ron Norick has pro-
claimed this week Hu-
man Rights Week.

Norick said he is
calling upon all citi-
zens to continue te
strive to eliminate

rejudice, intolerance,
Eigﬂtry and discrimi-
nation.

The Oklahoma City
Council has adopted
the view that there 15
no greater danger to
the health, morals,
safety and welfare of
the city and its resi-
dents tha:s the exis-
tence of groups preju-
diced against others
because of their diver-
sity, Norick said.

The city also embrac-
es the doctrine that all
people, regardless of
race, color, gender,
sexual orientation, re-

ligion, national origin,
age or disability, are
enftitled 40 all the en-
joyments that citizen-
ship guarantees,

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1991%2F 12%2F 13&id=Ar07503
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Human Rights Ordinance Due Study

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

The heated issue of human rights for homo-
sexuals may be behind political maneuvers
surrounding the March elections for four Okla-
homa City Council wards.

The curtain will open on the races this month
— a month before the filing period even begins
— when the council takes up discussion of a
human rights ordinance.

The council is taking up the issue at the
request of the Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission.

Commission members say they have been
operating without an ordinance for more than
a year while a draft proposal has been in coun-
cil committee awaiting revision.

What makes the issue political is that the
commission wants provisions in the ordinance
Iha:@ would protect homosexuals from discrimi-
nation.

Councilman Jack Cornett asked for the ordi-
nance to come to a council vote before the end
of this month.

His action strikes Councilman Mark
Schwartz as being politically motivated, al-
though Cornett denies it.

“[ think that it is really unfortunate that
there are some people who wish to use a seg-
ment of our society solely for political purpos-
es, without caring about anybody’s feelings,”
said Schwartz, who is expected to run in March
for re-election to his Ward 2 post.

“Everyone already knows the position of
each city council member on the original pro-
posal,” he said, referring to the council’s 63
vote in October 1993 not to consider the mea

sure.

Cornett agreed with Schwartz’s assessment
that the council’s support for such an ordi-
nance probably hasn't changed.

But Cornett also said he believes the measure
has been languishing in the Council Judiciary
Committee, led by Schwartz, for too Jong.

“It has no political motivations; I am not
running.

“I felt like it needs to be brought forward,”
said Cornett, “not tabled in committee. It is
wrong to play games with the Human Rights
Commission and not honor their request to put
it before the council

“I feel very strongly that to keep this in the
committee for more than a year is wrong when
we have a commission created to bring things
to the council they are concerned about.”

Besides Cornett, Ward 5 Councilman Jerry
Foshee, Ward 1 Councilman Frosty Peak, Ward
4 Councilwoman Frances Lowrey, Ward 6
Councilwoman Beverly Hodges and Mayor Ron
Naorick supported not considering the ordi-
nance in 1993.

Schwartz said it is because of their solid
positions that the measure has stayed in com-
mittee.

“] have been trying to find some alternatives
that would be accepted by a majority of the city
council and by a majority of the community,”
he said, adding that Ward 8 Councilwoman
Jackie Carey has been working on the pro-
posed ordinance diligently as well.

“1t was not a political issue in terms of my
re-election until last Wednesday, when some of
my colleagues raised it,” Schwartz said, “al-
though it likely would have become an issue at
some point of time in this election process.”

A current law Oklahoma City has protects
homosexuals from hate crimes, although a law
like ilt elsewhere has been declared unconstitu-
tional.

The original proposed ordinance, on the oth-
er hand, would have made homosexuals a pro-
tected class from any type of discrimination.
The proposed ordinance prompted threats, hate
mail and a flood of people to City Hali to speak
about its graces or evils.

Both supporters and opponents figure the
proposed ordinance will become an issue in the
upcoming election.

It was hot in 1993 — so hot, in fact, that the
couneil had been content to let the proposed

ordinance wait.

Coincidentally, support for bringing the ordi-
nance to a vote now comes from a surprising
person: Councilwoman Hodges, who also is
running for re-election in March.

Hodges was criticized by some of her constit-
uents for voting not to consider the initial
proposal.

A group organized after that vote called Citi-
zens of Ward Six tried but failed to force her
into a recall election over the issue.

To have it returned now could fan the firves of
her EtiF;msitil;n'l yet again, although she ap-
peared unconcerned last week when council
members were discussing whether to bring the
proposed ordinance back for a vote.

Hodges could not be reached.

Filing for the council Wards 2, 5, 6 and 8 is
Feh. 21-24. The primary election is scheduled
far March 21, and a general election, if needed,
will be April 4, city officials have said.
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Human Rights Proposal
Back in Time for Election

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

The heated issue of human rights for homo-
sexuals may be behind political maneuvers
surrounding the March elections for four Okla-
homa City Council wards.

The curtain will open on the races this month
— a month before the filing period even begins
— when the council takes up discussion of a
human rights ordinance.

The council is taking ug the issue at the
request of the Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission.

Commission members say they have been
operating without an ordinance for more than
a year while a draft proposal has been in eoun-
cil committee awaiting revision.

What makes the issue political is that the
commission wants provisions in the ordinance
that would protect homosexuals from discrimi-
nation.

Councilman Jack Cornett asked for the ordi-
nance to come to a council vote before the end
of this month,

His action strikes Councilman Mark
Schwartz as being politically motivated, al-
though Cornett denies it.

“I think that it is really unfortunate that
there are some people who wish to use a seg-
ment of our society solely for political purpos-
es, without caring about anybody's feelings,”
said Schwartz, who is expected to run in March
for re-election to his Ward 2 post.

“Everyone already knows the position of
each city council member on the original pro-
posal,” he said, referring to the council’s 63
vote in October 1993 not to consider the mea-
sure.

Cornett agreed with Schwartz’s assessment
that the council’s support for such an ordi-
nance probably hasn't changed.

But Cornett also said he believes the measure
has been languishing in the Council Judiciary
Committee, led by Schwartz, for too long.

“It has no political motivations; 1 am not
running.

I felt like it needs to be brought forward,”
said Cornett, “not tabled in committee, It is
wrong to play games with the Human Rights
Commission and not honor their request to put
it before the council.

“T feel very strongly that to keep this in the
committee for more than a year is wrong when

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1995%2F01%2F 11&id=Ar08800

we have a commission created to bring things
to the council they are concerned about.” .

Besides Cornett, Ward 5 Councilman Jeﬂri_-ﬁ
Foshee, Ward 1 Councilman Frosty Peak, W
4 Councilwoman Frances Lowrey, Ward 6
Councilwoman Beverly Hodges and Mayor Ron
Norick supported not considering the ordi-
nance in 1993. .

Schwartz said it is because of their solid
positions that the measure has stayed in com-
mittee.

“I have been trying to find some alternatives
that would be accepted by a miﬁnnt:.r of the city
council and by a majority of the community,”
he said, adding that Ward 8 Councilwoman
Jackie Carey has been working on the pro-

posad ordinance diligently as well.
“It was not a political issue in terms of my

re-election until last Wednesday, when some of

my colleagues raised it,” Schwartz said, “al-
though it likely would have become an issue at
some point of time in this election process.”

A current law Oklahoma City has protects
homosexuals from hate crimes, although a law
liki;'lt elsewhere has been declared unconstitu-
tional.

The original proposed ordinance, on the oth-
er hand, would have made homosexuals a pro-
tected class from any type of discrimination.
The proposed ordinance prompted threats, hate
mail and a flood of people to City Hall to speak
about its graces or evils.

Both supporters and opponents figare the
proposed ordinance will become an issue in the
upcoming election.

It was hot in 1993 — so hot, in fact, that the
council had been content to let the proposed
ordinance wait. .

Coincidentally, support for bringing the ordi-
nance to a vote now comes from a surprising
person: Councilwoman Hodges, who also is
running for re-election in March.

Hodges was criticized by some of her constit-
uents for voting not to consider the initial
proposal. .

A group organized after that vote called Citi-
zens of Ward Six tried but failed to force her
into a recall election over the issue.

Hodges could not be reached for further com-
ment.

Filing for the council Wards 2, 5, 6 and 8 is
Feb. 21-24. The primary election is scheduled
for March 21, and a general election, if needed,

will be April 4, city officials have said.
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Human Rights Law
Due Council Vote

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

Tuesday's Oklahoma City Coun-
cil vote on a controversial pro-
posed human rights ordinance
that would protect homosexuals
from diserimination in areas of
employment and housing isn't
likely to be approved.

A more interesting vote will be
when the council also is asked to
approve modifications to an exist-
ing hate crimes ordinance.

Officials aren’t nearly as certain
about whether there will be
enotigh votes on the council to ap-
prove the changes to the hate
crimes -ordinance that already
names homosexuals as a protected
class.

The hate crimes ordinance the
council will consider Tuesday is
the same law the council approved
8-0 in 1988, with current council
members Jackie Carey, Beverly
Hodges and Mark Schwartz voting
In its favor.

Mayor Ron Norick also voted for
it, as did former council members
Pete White, 1.G. Purser, Jim Scott
and Goree James.

The only councilman who failed
to vote then was Jack Cornett,
who apparently was not in the
council chambers when the vote
was taken.

Officials said modifications to
the 1988 ordinance have been re-
%gh-ed because the U.S. Supreme

urt has said certain provisions
in another law like the one in
Oklahoma City was unconstitu-
tional.

Councilman Mark Schwartz, who
heads the council's judiciary com-
mittee, said his group has been
working on changes to the 1983
ordinance since September.

The group has been working on
the changes as a compromise pro-
posal because he and other com-
mittee members knew there was
no chance to pass the 1993 propos-
al the commission wants.

Then, the council voted 6-3 to not
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consider the proposal, and the vote
tally likely has not changed, he
said.

“When certain council members
have said that nothing has been
done on this subject, they are
wrong,” Schwartz said. “I just
didn’t share it with them, because
we were still working on it.”

The revised 1988 ordinance calls
for mandatory minimum penalties
to be leveled against a person if it
is proved a certain type of crime is
committed against someone and
proved the crime is motivated by
discrimination.

Crimes cited by the ordinance
proposal are vandalism, assault,
and assault and battery. Mandato-
ry minimum punishments of fines
and jail time are suggested for
each.

Meanwhile, Schwartz also said
Cu Nguyen, chairman of the Okla-
homa City Human Rights Commis-
sion, has asked for the controver-
sial 1993 proposal to be returned to
his group.

That proposal has been on the
docket of the judiciary committee
for more than a year. It was sent
to the committee after the council
voted in October 1993 not to con:
sider the new ordinance to replace
the one passed in 1988.

Some council members have said
bringing the human rights propos-
al back now is a political move on
the part of some who would like to
see certain candidates in the com:
ing council race labeled as “pro

Council members who have
asked for the proposal to be con:
sidered deny it.

Schwartz said the committee is
sending forward another ordi
nance proposal Tuesday thal
would protect anyone from dis
crimination because of their back
ground.

He said the ordinance does nol
name protected classes, adding “Ii
COVEeTS everyone."”
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By Jack Money
Staff Writer

Cu Nguyven, chairman of the
(Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission, said he knew
what would happen when the
Oklahoma City Council took
up a controversial human
rights ordinance that would
extend protection to homosex-
uals.

Tuesday, his prediction
came true as the council voted
to reject two different 5-
-als that would have brought a
human rights ordinance. back
to Oklahoma City.

“We are basically back to
square one,” said Nguven af
ter the meeting,

One proposal would have
given homosexuals and mem-
bers of minorities city protec-
tion from discrimination in
employment and housing and
some crimes.

An accompanying proposal
asked for passage of a modi-
fed version of an existing hate
crimes law that once was used
by the COMMISSION. 1t narrow-
ly was defeated as well.

The human rights commis-
sion has been without a law to
use since late 1993, when fed-
eral court decisions on similar
hate crime laws indicated
Oklahoma City's also could bhe
unconstitutional.

The problem is Oklahoma
City’s law prohibits harass-
ment and intimidation, ac-
tions that courts have ruled
fall under the protection of
free speech.

Both votes were observed by
nearly 300 people, most of
whom arrived at City Hall by
buses early in the morning.

They packed the council
chambers at 7:30 a.m., leavin
standing room only an
prompting the city's fire mar-
shal to clear some of the
crowd away from exit doors.

Some arrived carrying signs
expressing their distaste for
homosexuality.

One sign read “God made
Adam and Eve, not Adam and
Steve.”
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2 Human Rights Plans Die
In City Council Voting

. The council voted 63 to re-
ject the human rights ordi-
nance that would have given
protections against discrimi-
nation in housing and employ-
ment because of a person’s
race, color, religion, creed, an-
cestry, aﬁfﬁ_sgx* sexual orien-
tatlon, ethnicity, national ori-
gin, disability or family status.

Council members voting to
reject the ordinance were
Frosty Peak, Jack Cornett,
Frances Lowrey, J Foshee,
Beverly Hodges and Mayor
Ron Norick.

Voting to accept the ordi
nance were Mark Schwartz,
Willa Johnson and Jackie Car-
ey.

The vote rejecting the modi-
fied hate crimes law was 5-4.
Only Norick changed his vote.

Morick said before that vote
he supported the hate crimes
ordinance when it was origi-
nally passed in 1988 and said
the old law needed to be mod-
ified.

The mayor said he does not
condone racial slurs regard-
less of how courts have ruled.

Giving examples of several
such slurs and prefacing them
with an apology, Norick said,
*1 don't use them in my per-
sonal life, and 1 doubt that
most of you here today use
those words.”

Norick also said he support-
ed having enhanced penalties
for people who accompany
their verbal actions with ei-
ther assault or destruction of
property of a person because
of the person's background.

Norick said he does not con-
done homosexuality, and that
those who know him should
be aware of his commitment to
Jesus Christ and his church.

But he added that does not
give him or anyone else the
right to go out and beat on
someone because of their sexu-
al orientation or because they
are a minority.

“Most of us, deep in our
hearts, will admit that, but
most of us don't have the guts
to sit here in a public meeting

and say so,” Norick said.

“It is an issue of human de-
cency.”

Among the speakers oppos-
ing the proposed laws was
state Rep. Bill Graves, R-Okla-
homa City. He said the Legis-
lature does not consider that
people discriminated against
because of their sexual orien-
iation are a protected class.

He said existing law should
protect everyone, a statement
several council members said
they agreed with.

“This is really part of an af-
firmative action program to
protect homosexuals and give
them special treatment — I
don't think they need it,"
Graves said.

Pam Fleischaker, a member
of the Oklahoma City Human
Rights Commission, said the
1988 ordinance was an exam-
ple of good government, while
failure to pass a replacement
law Tuesday represented the
worst in government.

She said all minorities, not
just homosexuals, would suf-
fer without a law for the com-
mission to use.

“I find it hard to believe that
any member of this council
would allow anyeone in this
city to be assaulted and bat-
tered because of their minori-
ty status,” Fleischaker said.

“If we cannot protect people
from assault and battery, what
are we here for?”

Commission Chairman
Neguven seemed at a loss for
an answer. But he said after-
ward he is not without hope
even though the group has no
valid law to operate under.

Nguyen, who has only led
the commission for a short
time, said he intends to visii
with council members to see
what can be done to get a law
passed the commission can
use.

He said he thought the city
council wanted an ordinance
“to protect every single indi-
vidual citizen.

“But [ really don't know
what they want.”
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Council
Questions
Phrase

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

Oklahoma City Council members
on Tuesday will consider changing
the city Human Rights Commis-
sion’s oath of office nearly six
months after the commission
changed its oath to include sexual
orientation. )

Some council members don't like
the change because it requires
commission appointees to swear
they will work to fight against dis-
crimination based on sexual orien-
tation and discrimination for oth-
Er reasons.

Council members also say the
change in the group’s bylaws was
sneaked by them.

But Councilwoman Jackie Carey
said she remembers the change be-
ing included in a normal report of

commission® ‘minuates. . The
Oklahoman also reported the
change of the commission’s oath
on July 27, 1994,

This is the first time, ®¥wever,
that an appointee to the commis-
sion will have to take the oath.

The appointee is Pat Cote, and
the council member who appoint-
ed her to the commission is Jerry
Foshee.

Foshee said this week he didn’t
think it was right that human
rights commission members had
to take a specialized oath.

He also said the oath was asking
Cote to pledge something that both
she and Ward 5 residents "were
uncomfortable with.”

“Before she can take her seai,
they are asking her to give a com-

pletely different oath than any of
the other commissioners have had
to give,” Foshee said. “Our appoin-
tees represent their wards — it is
preventing her from her taking
See DATH, Page 2
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Oath

From Page 1
their seat. It slipped
by evervbody.”

Foshee and Council-
man Jack Cornett
both asked for the
change to be brought
before the council
Tuesday. They also
want information
about whether the
council could change
it back to a standard
oath that they and ap-
pointees to other
boards and commis-
sions must take,

The human rights
commission ocath “is
like asking us as
council members to
take an oath that we
support (City Manag-
er) Don Bown on ev-
ery single issue,”
Foshee said. “It is just
not fair.” :
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City Council

Changes

Rights Commission Oath

By Jack Money
Staff Writer
‘The Oklahoma City Human Rights Commis-
sion had wanted to remain united in its quest
for human rights for all, including homosexu-
S,

So they passed an oath asking commissioners
to work toward that goal.

But their effort was halted last week by a
united Oklahoma City Counecil.

Council members on Tuesday said they think
human rights commission members should
take the same oath of office as any other elect-
ed or appointed city officeholder.

The council voted to return the commission's
oath of office to a standard form used by the
group until last July.

“The same oath of office should be taken by
everyone,” said Councilman Mark Schwartz,
who was supporting Councilman Jerry Foshee
on changing the oath.

The commission changed its oath last year to
require new commissioners to pledge they
would fight against discrimination prompted
by a variety of reasons, including sexual orien-

tation.

They made the change after the city council
refused to consider a proposed law that would
have given homosexuals status as a protected
class of people.

Commission Chairman Cu Nguyen on Tues-
day said the group had changed the cath as a
way to reaffirm its commitment to provide
protection from discrimination for any reason.

“Ideally, the commission should serve the
public at large on all human rights issues,” he
said. “That was the idea, without singling out
or promoting any certain group.”

But some city council members felt it did
promote protection for homosexuals. Foshee
said his new appointee to the group wasn't
comfortable with taking the oath because such
a protection isn't supported by residents in his
south Oklahoma City ward.

Nguyen said he had no problem with the
council changing the oath back to its original
form, because the commission serves as a rec-
ommending bady to the council.

“It doesn’t bother me,” he said. "If you serve
on this commission from your heart, that is
more important than any oath of office.”
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Disbanding
Rights Panel
Proposed

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

In August, the Internation-

al Association of Human

ﬂs meeting will be in
oma City.

But Oklahoma City may
not have a Human Rights
Commission to host the con-
ference, because some city
council members agparenﬂf.r
want the group disbanded.

Councilman Frosty Peak
said it is nothing personal,
Just that a shifting uf funds

is required by the city's dire
financial condition as it
looks at its budget for the
next fiscal year.

His comments were met
with disbelief by other coun-
cil members, though.

They point out the com-
mission and its staff of one,
Coordinator Joyce Plunkett,
is funded with federal Com-
munity Development Block
Grant funds.

The elimination of the hu-
man rights program and the
$71,869 used for it might free

funds for other Commu-
nity Development Block
Grant activities, but would
have no positive impact on
the city's budget problems.

Plunkett and Human

See RIGHTS, Page 2
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Rights

Rights Commission
Chairman Cu Nguyen,
also are urging the
council not to disband
the group.

“Do you remember
what occurred in
Oklahoma City in 1988
for this council to re-
establish the Human
Rights Commission? It
was after the cross
burning at a church
in northeast Oklaho-
ma City and the dese-
cration of a Jewish
sy]:iagugue.” Plunkett

i

“Since that time, the
council has allowed
the Oklahoma City
Human Rights Com-
mission to be proac-
tive through confer-
ences and community
outreach in an at-
tempt to address these
issues.”

Her remarks were
echoed by Council-
woman Ann Simank,
who said she was
shocked Oklahoma
City spends less mon-

The Oklahoman | Monday, June 05, 1995 | 44

ey for its human
rights activities than
any other regional

city.
Examples include
Kansas City, Mo.,

which spends about $1
million; St Louis and
Tulsa, $400,000 each;
and Fort Worth, Tex-
as, $200,000.

“I think that we
need to have tolerance
in this world and that
we need to be accept-
ing. That doesn't
mean we have to
agrea,” Simank said.

But it may be be-
cause of a lack of tol-
erance and agreement
that the commission
is poing to be disband-
ed in the first place.

The commission has
functioned only in an
educational capacity
since 1993. Until then,
it had conducted me-
diations for people in
volved human
rights disputes.

But it quit that work
after being informed
part of the law it oper-
ated under could be
declared unconstitu-
tional.

Attempts to fix the
ordinance and expand
the commission’s pow-
ers have been met
with vehement pro-
tests from the Chris-
tian right, which op-
poses giving protected
:Lﬂtus to homosexu-

Sévernl council
members also have
opposed the attempt

because they don't be-
lieve the city should
extend protection to a

up not recognized
%roﬂ'u: federal govern-

'The issue played a
role in the most re
cent council elections.

Councilman Jerry
Foshee said he be-
lieves the money be-
ing spent for the com
mission
unproductive hecause
all it does is refer
complaints to the
state Human Rights
Commission or the
federal government's
Equal Employment
Opportunity Comimis-
sion.

“Basically, we are
expending $71,000 to
refer cases,"” Foshee
said.

Commission coordi-
nator Plunkett re-
sponded, "As well as
to conduct our educa-
tional forums.”

__Chairman MNguyen

said he has pledged to
work with the council
to improve the com-
mission and its com-
munity work.
Councilman Mark
Schwariz asked the
council io wait before
eliminating the com-
mission’s funding or
before disbanding the

group.
Schwartz said the is-
sue ahout whether to
grant homosexuals
rotected status has
controversial in
many places,

He said such deci-
sions are best left to
city councils, and that
human rights groups
should not be disband-
ed for advocating ho-
mosexual rights.

“T am not aware of
any other humang
rights commission in.m
any other city thaﬁ
has been disbanded ®
because of debate over

one particular group,”
he said, “and I hope
that we don't send the
kind of message that
this action would send®
to our nation. .

“That would be un-
fortunate.”
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Council Compromises
On Rights Commission

¢ By Jack Money
i Staff Writer
“If Timothy

McVeigh were on this
council, he would vote
to eliminate the Hu-
man Rights Commis-
slm mw

That remark made
by NAACP member
Fannie Bates was one
of the more caustic
comments thrown at a
minority of Oklahoma
City Council members
who wanted to elimi-
nate the Oklzhoma
City Human Rights
Commission Tuesday.

Councilmen Jerry
Foshee and Frosty
Peak were hoping at
least for three other
council members to
join them in their
quest to disband the
commission and to
kill its funding.

Council Members
Jack Cornett and
Frances Lowrey were
supportive.

But the council
member who turned
out to be crucial in
the fight was Guy
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Liebmann.

Liebmann said he
wanted to give the
commission a chance
as he suggested a com-

romise to save at
east some funding for
the group. X

Peak was proposing
gliminating about
877,000 of federal Com-
munity Development
Block Grant funds
used to pay for the
commission's staff.

Liebmann, however,
proposed leaving
§20,000 in the block
grant plan for the
commission's use.

The council voted
54 to approve Lieb-
mann's proposal and
not disband the com-
mission.

“They need an op-
portunity to show us
what they can do,”
Liebmann said.

Before then, a vari-
ety of representatives
from minority groups
addressed the couneil
shout their plans to
eliminate funding for
the commission, as

well as the comumis-
sion itself .

Bates, co-chairman
of a political action
committee  of the
Oklahoma City chap-
ter of the NAACP,
said the council was
making a grave mis-
take.

Bates said financial
backing for the state’s
human rights commis-
sion in the coming
year has not been ap-
proved either.

“The governor's ve-
to of the bill ... makes
the need for the Okla-
homa City Human
Rights Commission
even more acute.”

She also said the
city council will set
the tone for what hap-
pens elsewhere in the
state.

“If the Human
Rights Commission
dies, then with it will
die the dreams of
thousands of Oklaho-
mans ... who do not fit
into the White, Anglo-
Saxon, Protestant
mode,” she added.

Bates said the city
council could fund the
commission, and pre-
dicted that it would
again someday even if
funds were eliminated
NOW.

“Do not underesti-
mate our dedication.”

Councilman Mark
Schwartz has been a
staunch supporter of
the commission dur-
ing fights about
whether to give the
group more POWer.

He also has support-
ed the commission as
it has attempted to
convince the city
council to adopt a new
law that would de-
clare a protected sta-
tus for persons dis-
criminated against
because of their sexu-
al orientation.

Schwartz on Tues-
day voted to approve
Liebmann's proposal
along with Mayor Ron
Norick and council
members Ann Simank
and Willa Johnson.

“1 would rather have
a little .. mare so than
nothing,” he said.

The heavy criticism
left council members
who favored disband-
ing the group reeling.

“1 am against hate,
discrimination .. all
of that,” said Council-
man Foshee, who was
attempting to show
that he and others
should not be com-
pared to McVeigh.

Two separate votes
were en on the
human rights issue.
Voting for the first
proposal to cut fund-
ing from $77,000 to
$20,000 in federal
funding but to keep
the commission
were Mayor Ron
Norick and council
members Mark
Schwartz, Ann Si-
mank and Willa
Johnson. Voting to
eliminate all fund-
ing and end the com-

sion wWere coun-
cil members Frosty
Peak, Jack Cornett,
Frances Lowrey and
Jerry Foshee.
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Human Rights
Board to Mull
Disbanding

By Jack Money
Stafl Writer

Oklahoma City Human Rights Commis-
sion members will consider disbanding
their group at a special meeting today,
according to the group's agenda.

Commissioners also will have an oppor-
tunity to vote on resolutions seeking res-
toration of funds and an ordinance mak-
ing the organization legal.

The commission essentially has been
powerless since 1933 when an ordinance
similar to the one it had operated under
was declared unconstitutional by a feder-
al court. .

Since then, attempts to pass a new ordi-
nance have failed because the group
sought to give people discriminated
against because of their sexual orienta-
tion a way to seek help through city law.

Recently, the Qklahoma City Council
slashed funding for the group because of
a homosexual protection controversy.
The funding shortage then forced the
group's city-paid staff member to seek
employment in ancther city office.

Today's commission meeting precedes a
human rights convention that will come
to Oklahoma City this month,

Comnission Chairman Cu Nguyen said
he doesn't know what the commission
members will decide today, but added he
intends to support the resolution that
would ask for the restoration of full fund-
ing for the group.

He also said he thinks the proposal ask-
ing the commission to disband was dis-
honest because its author, a commission-
er on the board, has asked to remain
aNOonymous.

“It’s pretty sleazy,” Nguyen said. “I
would be willing to listen to it if I knew
who the author was, but when vou sub-
mit a resolution anonvmously there is
something wrong with it

*I don't accept that kind of tactic.”

Neguyen said he will try to learn who
submitted the proposal before it is dis-
cussed, and hinted he might have it
stricken from the commission agenda if
the author is not revealed.

He also said the city council demon-
strated its resolve to at least have a com-
mission by voting to give it a small
amount of money earlier this year.

“It is unfortunate that some people who
seem willing to serve on the commission
want to abolish it,” he said. “If the com-
missioners don't want to serve, they can
get out.

“If they have some other motivation,
that is too bad.”

The mesating will be at 11 am. in the
City Council chambers in City Hall, 200 ™
Walker.
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Human Rights
Panel Argues
Abolishment

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

The Oklahoma City Human Rights Com-
mission is sending resolutions to the city
council asking for a workable human
rights ordinance and the restoration of
lost funding and city staff support.

A majority of the commissioners also
want to see the group abolished after the
first of 1996 if no satisfactory progress is
made on those issues, they decided at a
special meeting Thursday.

Commissioners Cu Nguyen and Leroy
Kirk voted apainst the abolishment pro-

posal. Commissioner C.E. Waddle left the
meeting and was absent for the vote.
Kirk said he wouldn't support abolish-
ment because Oklahoma City Councilman
Mark Schwartz had sent letters to the
commissioners asking them not to set a
deadline on council passage of a new hu-
man rights ordinance.
_ Nguyen said he couldn’t support an abol-
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Human Rights Law Proposed

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

A proposed human rights ordi-
nance now being discussed by the
Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission would protect people
discriminated against because of
their sexual orientation even
though it doesn't specifically say
50,

The new law would offer that
protection because it covers any
class of people already protected
from discrimination by local, state

Full Committee to Give Consideration

or federal law.

Oklahoma City has two ordi-
nances that make it a crime to
commit acts of destruction against
people or property because of their
sexual orientation or because of
their membership in other protect-
ed classes, officials have said.

Commissioner Bill Rogers said

this proposed ordinance accom-
plishes what he and some other
members of the human rights com-
mission have sought all along.

“It just doesnt use the dirty
words,” he said.

That doesn’t mean the proposed
law isn't controversial, though.

A committee of four commission-

ers who reviewed it this week
couldn't agree on whether to send
it to the entire human rights com-
mission for consideration.

City officials said the group will
make a report anyway to the en-
tire commission at its next meet-
ing, tentatively scheduled for
sometime in early November.

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1995%2F 10%2F20&id=Ar06301

They also said there probably
will be an item on the commis-
sion's agenda to review the ordi-
nance at the same meeting.

If approved by the commission
and ultimately by the Oklahoma
City Council, this law would make
it unlawful to discriminate against
people in matters of public accom-
modation, private clubs, housing,
city employment or private em-
ployment.

Controversy about’ the sexual

See RIGHTS, Page 2

7



11/30/2020

Rights

n From Page 1
orientation issue has
been a stumbling
block in the passage
of a new law for two
years.

The commission has
been searching for a
new law the whole
time because the laws
the commission had
been operating under
béfore then may be
unconstitutional.

Those laws, which

set up the human
rights commission
and which deal with
hate crimes, are the
ones that include sex-
ual orientation as a
protected class.

The laws need to be
changed because they
make it a special
crime to commit cer-
tain acts against per-
sons solely because of
their race, gender, re
ligion, age or sexual
orientation.
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City attormeys have
said eourts have ruled
that other laws like
Qklahoma City's in-
fringe upon freedom
of speech rights.

“These acts are un-
lawful, no matter
what," said Assistant
Municipal Counselor
Rita Talley. “But you
can't prohibit an act
just because it is di-
rected toward some-
one in a protected

group.”

" Kay Fes
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Talley said the acts
can be prohibited gen-
erally.

And, “After a find-
ing of guilt, you can
enhance penalties be-
cause your intended
victim was a member
of a protected class,”
she said.

In any new law,
some human righis
commissioners have
wanted to include pro-
tection for persons
discriminated against

because of their sexu-
al orientation.

But other commis-
sioners and a majority
of the Oklahoma City
Counecil have been op-
posed to the idea.

And time is running
out for the group.

The commission
passed a resolution
earlier this year ask-
ing the city council fo
abolisk the commis-
sion if it does not
have a new law to
function under by the
end of this year.

Commissioner Rog-
ers said the language
change in the ordi-
nance should help
council members deal
with its content.

He also said the cur-
rent version of the
proposed law makes
other concessions to
council members’ con-
cerns, including its ef-
fect on small compa-
nies and on the
commission’s role un
der the new law.

Employment by reli-
gious organizations al-
so is exempted from
the law.

“I think it is a real
good law,” Rogers
said. “It is not as
strong as I would like
it, because we have
exclnded a whole lot
of businesses.

“But you have to go
with what you think
has the best chance of
selling.”
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By Jack Money
Stail Writer

A proposed human rights
nance now being discussed b
Oklahoma City Human R
Commission would protect p
discriminated against becaw
their sexual orientation
though it doesn’t specifically
50,

The new law would offer
protection because it covers
class of people already prot
from discrimination by local,
or federal law.

Oklahoma City has two
nances that make it a crimr
commit acts of destruction ag
people or property because of
sexual orientation or becaw
their membership in other pri
ed classes, officials have said

Commissioner. Bill -Rogers
this proposed ordinance ac
plishes what he and some
members of the human rights
mission have sought all along

“It just doesn’t use the
words,” he said.

That doesn't mean the prop
law isn't controversial, thougl

A committee of four commis:
ers who reviewed it this
couldn't agree on whether to .
it to the entire human rights
mission for consideration.

City officials said the group
make a report anyway to the
tire commission at its next n
ing, tentativelv scheduled
sometime in early November,

They also said there prob
will be an item on the com
sion's agenda to review the «
nance at the same meeting.

If approved by the commis
and uitimately by the Oklah
City Council, this law would n

See RIGHTS, Page 2
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it unlawful to discriminate against peaple in
matters of public .accommodation, private
clubs, housing, city employment or private em-
ployment.

Controversy about the sexual orientation is-
sue has been a stumbling block in the passage
of a new law for two years.

The commission has been, searching for a
new law the whole time because the laws the
commission had been operating under before
then may be unconstitutional. =~ "

Those laws, which set up:the human rights
commission and which deal with hate crimes,
are the ones that include sexual orientation as
a protected class. D

The laws need to be changed because they
make it a special crime to commit certain acts
against persons solely because of their race,
gender, religion, age or sexual orientation.

City attorneys have said courts have ruled
that other laws like Oklahoma City's infringe
upon freedom of speech rights.

“These acts are unlawful, no matter what,”
said Assistant Municipal Counselor Rita Tal-
ley. “But you can't prohibit an act just because
it is directed toward someone in a protected
Erﬂup.ll N

Talley said the acts can be prohibited gener-
ally-_ "o

And, “After a finding of guilt, you can en-
hanece penalties because your intended victim
was a member of a protected class,” she said.

In any new law, some human rights commis-
sioners have wanted to include protection for
persons discriminated against because of their
sexual orientation.

But other commissioners and a majority of
the Oklahoma City Council have been opposed
to the idea.

And time is running out for the group.

The commission passed a resolution earlier
this year asking the city council to abolish the
commission if it does not have a new law to
function under by the end of this year.

Commissioner Rogers said the language
change ‘in the ordinance should help council
members deal with its content.

He also said the current version of the pro-
posed law makes other concessions to council
members’ concerns, including its effect on
small companies and on the commission’s role
under the new law.

Employment by religious organizations also
is exempted from the law. }

“] think it is a real good law,” Rogers said.
“It is not as strong as I would like it, because
we have excluded a whole lot of businesses.

“But vou have to go with what you think has
the best chance of selling.”
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Human Rights Law Proposed

By Jack Money
Staff Writer
A proposed human rights ordi-
nance now being discussed by the
Oklahoma City Human Rights

Ce ission would protect peop(l;

discriminated against b

their sexual orientation even
though it doesn't specifically say
50.

The new law would offer that
protection because it covers any
class of people already protected
from discrimination by local, state

Full Committee fo Give Consideration

or federal law.

Oklahoma City has two ordi-
nances that make it a crime to
commit acts of destruction against
people or property because of their
sexual orientation or because of
their membership in other protect-
ed classes, officials have said.

Commissioner Bill Rogers said

this proposed ordinance accom-
plishes what he and some other
members of the human rights com-
mission have sought all along.

“It just doesn't use the dirty
words,” he said.

That doesn’t mean the proposed
law isn't controversial, though.

A committee of four commission-

ers who reviewed it this week
couldn’t agree on whether to send
it to the entire human rights com-
mission for consideration.

City officials said the group will
make a report anyway to the en.
tire commission at its next meet.
ing, tentatively scheduled for
sometime in early November.

They also said there probably
will be an item on the commis
sion's agenda to review the ordi
nance at the same meeting.

If approved by the commission
and ultimately by the Oklahome
City Counecil, this law would make
it unlawful to discriminate againsi
people in matters of public accom
modation, private clubs, housing
city employment or private em
ployment.

Controversy about the sexual

See RIGHTS, Page 2
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orientation issue has been a stumbling block in
the passage of a new law for two years.

The commission has been searching for a
new law the whole time because the laws the
commission had been operating under before
then may be unconstitutional.

Those laws, which set up the human rights
commission and which deal with hate crimes,
are the ones that include sexual orientation as
a protected class.

The laws need to be changed because they
make it a special crime to commit certain acts
against persons solely because of their race,
gender, religion, age or sexual orientation.

City attormeys have said courts have ruled
that other laws like Oklahoma City's infringe
upon freedom of speech rights.

“These acts are unlawful, no matter what,”
said Assistant Municipal Counselor Rita Tal-
ley. “But you can't prohibit an act just because
it is directed toward someome in a protected
ET'DUP,"

Talley said the acts can be prohibited gener-
ally.

And, “After a finding of guilt, you can en-
hance penalties because your intended victim
was-a member of a protected class,” she said.

In any new law, some human rights commis-
sioners have wanted to include protection for
persons discriminated against because of their
sexual orientation.

But other commissioners and a majority of
the Oklahoma City Council have been ‘opposed
to the idea.

And time is running out for the group.

The commission passed a resolution earlier
this year asking the city council to abolish the
commission if it does not have a new law to
function under by the end of this year.

Commissioner Rogers said the language
change in the ordinance should help council
members deal with its content.

He also said the current version of the pro-
posed law makes other concessions to council
members’ concerns, including its effect on
small companies and on the commission’s role
under the new law.

Employment by religious organizations also
is exempted from the law.

“I think it is a real good law,” Rogers said.
“It is not as strong as [ would like it, because
we have excluded a whole lot of businesses.

“But you have to go with what you think has
the best chance of selling.”
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Proposed Human Rights Law Going to Full ¢

By Jack Money
Staff Writer .

A proposed human
rights ordinance now
being discussed by the
Oklahoma City. Hu-
man -Rights: Commis-
sion would protect
people discriminated
against because of
their sexual orienta-
tion even though it
doesn’t specifically
say s0.

The new law wou.ld
offer that protection
because it covers any
class of people already
protected from - dis-
crimination by local,
state or federal law.

Oklahoma City has
two ordinances that
make it a crime to
commit acts of de-
struction against peo-
ple or property be-
cause of their sexual
orientation or because
of their membershi
in other protecte
classes, officials have
said.

Commissioner Bill

Rogers said this pro-
posed ordinance ac-
complishes what he
and some other mem-
bers of the human
rights commission
have sought all along.

“It justidoesn't use
the dirty , mn‘]s ‘he
said. '

That doesn’t mean
the proposed law isn't

. controversial, though.

A committee of four
commissioners who
reviewed it this week
couldn’t - agree on
whether to send it to
the entire ~human
rights commission for
consideration.

City officials said
the group will make a
report anyway to the
entire commission at
its next meeting, ten-
tatively scheduled for
sometime in early No-
vember,

They also said there
probably will be an
item on the commis-
sion's agenda to- re-
view the ordinance at

City of Harrah
Acquires Land
For Industry

HARRAH — City officials recently acquired
155 acres of land for an industrial park.

Mayor Glenn West said the property will pro-
vide a significant potential for economic devel-
opment and local jobs.

“This is one of the largest industrial parks in
the area,” West said. "“This will allow us to
immediately accommodate. a variety of indus-
trial needs.”

Other improvements which are forecasted to
provide more jobs and economic development
include the new sewer extension line to SE 29
and Harrah Road, the Wes Watkins Reservoir
being constructed in the area, and potential
commercial development near: SE 26 amd Har-
rah Road. '

Also, a new Dollar General store is opening
in downtown Harrah, and-housing and bu51-
ness development continues to grow.

The new Harrah Industrial Park is one-
guarter mile east of the Reno and Harrah Road
intersection. The park has easy access to Inter-
state 40 and NE 23, a five-lane highway from
Harrah to Oklahoma City. Utilities, including
fiber optic cables, are close to or on the site.

Harrah officials have worked for several
years to purchase an industrial park to estab-
lish jobs in the area, West said.

“Local jobs will benefit existmg businesses
and the housing market,” the mayor said.
“Currently, many of our residents work in oth-
er cities, so they also do business there.”

For information on the industrial park, call
Harrah City Hall at 454-2951.

the same meeting.

If approved by the
commission and ulti-
mately by the Oklaho-
ma City Coungcil, this
law would make it un-
lawful to discriminate
against people in mat-
ters of public accom-
modation, private
clubs, housing, city
employment or pri-
vate employment.

Controversy about
the sexual orientation
issue has been a stum-
bling block in the pas-
sage of a new law for
two years.

The commission has

been searching for a

new law the whole
time because the laws
the commission had
been operating under
before then may be
unconstitutional.

Those laws, - which
set up the human
rights - commission
and which deal with
hate crimes, are the
ones that include sex-
ual orientation as a
protected class,

The laws need to be

lawful, no matter
what,” said Assistant
Munieipal : Counselor
Rita Talley. “But you
can’t prohibit an act
just because it is di-
rected toward some-
one in a protected
group.”

Talley said the acts
can be prohibited gen-
erally.

And, “After a find-
ing of guilt, you can
enhance penalties be-
cause your intended
victim was a member
of a protected class,”
she said. -

In any new law,
some human rights

ETUS

commissioners have
wanted to include pro-
tection for persons
discriminated against
because of their sexu-
al orientation.

But other commis-
sioners and a majority
of the Oklahoma City
Council have heen op-
posed to the idea.

And time is running
out for the group. -

The commission
passed a resolution
earlier this year ask-
ing the city council to
abolish the commis-
sion if it does not
have a new law to
function under by the
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changed t they
make it a special
crime to commit cer-
tain acts against per-
sons solely because of
their race, gender, re-
ligion, age or sexual
orientation.

City attorneys have
said courts have ruled
that other laws like
Oklahoma City's in-
fringe upon freedom
of speech rights.

"These acts are un-
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end of this year.

Commissioner Rog-
ers said the language
change in the ordi-
nance should help
council members deal
with its content.

He also said the cur
rent version of the
proposed law makes
other concessions to
council members' con-
cerns, including its ef:
fect on small compa-
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Proposed Human Rights Law Going to Full Committee

By Jack Money
Staff Wri

A propnsed lluman rights ordi-
nance now being discussed by the
Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission would protect people

scriminated a

t because of

di
their sgxunl orxentaﬂon even
sncmg!; it doesx’t. specifi xz]ly say

The new law would uﬁ'er t.hat
&E;tecgrun belcam nd;awrs any

S of people protected
from discrimination by local, stabe
or federal Jaw.

Oklahoma City has two ordi-
nances that make it a crime to
commit acts of destruction against
people or property because of their

sexual orientation or because of
their membership in other protect-
ed classes, officials have said.

Commissioner Bill Rogers said
this proposed ordinance accom-

plishes what he and some other
members of the human rights com-
‘mission’have snug]lt all along. *~

“It just doesn't use the dirty P
words,” he said.

That doesn’t mean the DrﬂDosed
law isn't controversial, th

A cotmmittee of foir commission-
ers who reviewed it this week
couldn’t agree on whether to send
it to the entire human rights com-
mission for consideration. ,,

City officials said the group will
make. a report anyway to the en-

tire commission at its next meet- m

ing,. tentatively scheduled. for
sometime in early November.

They also said there probably
will ‘be an item on the ‘commis-
sion's'agenda to review the ordi-
nance at the same meeting.

If ‘approved by the commission
and ultimately by the Oklahoma
City:Council, this law would make
it unlawful to discriminate against

people in matters of public accom-
modation, private clubs, housing,
city employment or pnvaﬁe em-
ployment.

- Controversy about the sexual
orientation issue has been a stum-
‘bling block in the passage of a new
law for two years. .
The commission has been
searching for a new law the whole
time because the laws the commis-
sion had been operating under be-
fore then may be unconstitu tutional.
_ Those laws; which set up the hu-
an rights commission and which
deal with hate crimes, are the ones

have ruled that other laws like
Oklahoma City’s infringe upon
freedom of speech rights.

“These acts are unlawful, no
matier what,” said Assistant Mu-
nicipal Counselor Rita Talley.
“But you can't prohibit an act just
because it is directed toward some-
one in a protected group.”

Talley. said the acts can be pro-
hibited generally. ~ .

And, “After a finding of :guilt,
you can enhance penalties because

your intended victim was a mem-
ber of a'protected class,” she said.

In any new law, some human
have wanted

that include sexual or as
a protected class.

The laws need to be changed be-
cause they make it a special crime
to commit certain acts against per-
sons solely because of their race,
gender mgglcm age or sexual ori-
entation.

City attorneys have said courts

to mcluﬂe protection for persons
diseriminated against because of
their sexual orientation.

But other commissioners and a
majority of the Oklahoma City
Council have been opposed to the

. idea.

And time is running out for the

group.

“The mmmuelcm passed a resolu—
tion earlier this asking the
city council o abol the commis-
sion if it does not have a new law

to function under by the end of

Cummisshner Rogers 'sajd the

change in the
should help muncll members deal
with its content, s

He also-said the current vsrsnm
of the pmposed law makes
concessions

concerns, im:ludmg its. effect o1
small companies’ and on the com
mission’s role under the new law

Employment by rel.igmus nrgam
zatiol ﬂaylrgols exemptedfmm'hl
IW.

“1 thmk Il is a rm] guod. Jaw,‘
Rogers said. “It is not'as strong a:
1 would like it, because we have
excluded a whole lot of businesses

“But ywu hava 1o go with: wha'
you think has the best chance o
seﬂmg. L ey -

to: council members'
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Human Rights Panel
Discussion Derailed

. By Jack Money
o Staff Writer

in the ongoing battle for a new human rights
ardmance in Oklahoma City, only two facts are
certain.
unOne is the city's human rights commission
-stilll does not have an ordinance to operate

“under.

u/The other is the commission only has until

tha end of the year to get one.

#:Beyond this, everything happening within

tthe process to find a new ordinance is open to

-interpretation.

% The commission does have a proposed law

that it wants the Oklahoma City Council to

consider.

=~But this latest proposal is_controversial be-

Tause it would extend protection from discrimi-

ation to homosexuals, an issue that has divid-
‘#d ‘members of both the commission and the
fﬁi[y council for two years.

“An ordinance committee considered the pro-
posal in October and deadlocked 22 about
“hether to send it to the entire human rights
‘eommission for consideration.

-, »The commission was planning to consider the

proposal this week, but could not because not

enough members were at the meeting.

Six out of nine members were gone: The
group needed at least five to be able to conduct
official business.

&= =The lack of a quorum left audience members
and the three members of the commission who
did attend the meeting frustrated.

They suggested some commission members
.deliberately stayed home so the commission
would not be able to consider the proposed law.

The remarks about deliberately foiling the
meeting seemed aimed at commissioners Brian
McKye and Pat Cote.

QOklahdma City Human Rights Commission
CHairwoman Berniece (Rasmussen) Eckert
said they did not have “excused” absences,
while the other four missing commissioners

.':M LR LR TCEN R Y TR IR T R

% “Those commissioners were Cu Nguyen, Lyda
* tith Crandall Harrell, Leroy Kirk and com-
= 'ﬁ'nssmn Vice Chairman C.E. Waddle.

AR T KA NE R PR Ul R

12134 W. RENO
(Reno & Czech Hall llild.].

324-0347
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Eckert's remarks suggested McKye and Cote
had not notified city officials they would be
absent.

But both McKye and Cote said later the same
day they had given advance notice to city offi-
cials that they probably would not be able to
attend the meeting.

Cote said she told the commission’s legal
counsel, Rita Talley, she had been ill and
would likely miss the meeting, and McKye said
he notified other city officials before he left
town last week that he would just be returning
from an out-of-state trip and probably would
not be able to attend.

“There was nothing concerted on my part™ to
prevent a quorum, he said.

The proposed ordinance the commission
wanted to take up would protect people dis-
criminated against because of their sexual ori-
entation, even though it doesn’t specifically say
0.

The new law would offer that protection be-
cause it covers any class of people already
protected from discrimination by local, state or
federal law.

Oklahoma City has two ordinances that make
it a crime to commit acts of destruction against
people or property because of their sexual ori-
entation or because of their membership in
other protected classes.

Kathy McCallie, pastor of Epworth United
Methodist Church, said, "It seems to me like
there are people who are blocking it on pur-
pose because they don't want it to pass.”

Others besides McCallie also made comments
about the proposed ordinance.

Speakers included Wayne Robinson, an Okla-
homa City resident who is minister of the
Channing Unitarian Church in Edmond; John
Richards, a representative of the Oklahoma
City chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People; and Paul
Thompson, co-chair of the Oklahoma Gay-Les-
bian Political Caucus.

“Some commission members think what they
are there for is to spare the city council the
annoyance of dealing with the problem of the
human rights concerns and problems of the
citizens of Oklahoma City,” Thompson said. “I
don't know how you could have the precess
?ﬁlayt more backward and upside down than

Eckert said she wasn't happy about the lack
of a quorum.

She noted that the commission has another
regularly scheduled meeting later this month.

“We are going to have an ordinance,” she
said. “Things change.”
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Lack of Quorum Derails Panel’s Discussion

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

In the ongoing battle
for a new human
rights ordinance in
Oklahoma City, only
two facts are certain.

One is the city's hu-
man rights commis-
sion still does not
have an ordinance to
operate under,

The other is the
commission only has
until the end of the
year to get one.

Beyond this, every-
thing happening with-
in the process to find
a new ordinance is
open to interpretation.

The commission
does have a proposed
law that it wants the
Oklahoma City Coun-
cil to consider.

But this latest pro-
posal is controversial
because it would ex-
tend protection from
discrimination to ho-
maosexuals, an jssue
that has divided mem-
bers of both the com-
mission and the city
council for two years.

An ordinance com-
mittee considered the
proposal in October
and deadlocked 2-2
about whether to send
it to the entire human
rights commission for
consideration.

The commission was
planning to consider
the proposal this
week, but could not
because not enough
members were at the
meeting.

Six out of nine mem-
bers were gone: The
group needed at least
five to be able to con-
duct official business.

The lack of a quo-
ram left audience
members and the
three members of the
commission who did
attend the meeting
frustrated.

They  suggested
some commission
members deliberately
staved home so the
commission would not
be able to consider the
proposed law.

The remarks about
deliberately foiling
the meeting seemed
aimed at commission-
ers Brian McKye and
Pat Cote.

Oklahoma City Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion Chairwoman Ber-
niece (Rasmussen)
Eckert said they did
not have “excused”
absences, while the
other four missing
commissioners did.

Those commission-
ers were Cu Nguyen,
Lyda Ruth Crandall

Harrell, Leroy Kirk
and commission Vice
Chairman C.E. Wad-
dle.

Eckert's remarks
suggested McKye and
Cote had not notified
city officials they
would be absent.

But both McKye and
Cote said later the
same day they had
given advance notice
to city officials that
they probably would
not be able to attend
the meeting.

Cote said she told
the commission's le-
gal counsel, Rita Tal-
ley, she had been ill
and would likely miss
the meeting, and
McKye said he noti-
fied other city officials
before he left town
last week that he
would just be return-
ing from an out-of-
state trip and proba-
bly would not be able
to attend.

“There was nothing
concerted on my part”
to prevent a gquorum,
he said.

The proposed ordi-
nance the commission
wanted to take up
would protect people
discriminated against
because of their sexu-
al orientation, even
though it doesn't spe-

cifically say so.

The new law would
offer that protection
because it covers any
class of people already
protected from dis-
crimination by local,
state or federal law.

Oklahoma City has
two ordinances that
make it a crime to
commit acts of de-
struction against peo-
ple or rpruperty be-
cause of their sexual
orientation or because
of their membership
in other protected
classes.

Kathy McCallie, pas-
tor of Epworth United
Methodist Church,
said, “It seems to me
like there are peocple
who are blocking it on
purpose because they

don't want it to pass.”

Others besides
McCallie alsoe made
comments about the
proposed ordinance.

Speakers included
Wayne Robinson, an
Oklahoma City resi-
dent who is minister
of the Channing Uni-
tarian Church in Ed-
mond; John Richards,
a representative of the
Oklahoma City chap-
ter of the National As-
sociation for the Ad-
vancement of Colored
People; and Paul
Thompson, co-chair of
the Oklahoma Gay-
Lesbian Political Cau-
cus.

“Some commission
members think what
they are there for is to
spare the city counecil
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the annoyance of deal-
ing with the problem
of the human rights
concerns and prob-
lems of the citizens of
Oklahoma  City,"”
Thompson said. *1
don't know how you

H up at Dal Ci

&r7

o e

CLUB PRESENTS BLUE-
GHRASS SHOW, FEATURING HI-GROUND FRI.
NOV. 10, 7-9:30 p.m. » *5 per person ;
Bring the whole family! » TICKETS can ba pickad
Music, 29th & arly.
Ir #SPACE AVAILABLE TO RENT for
fu ing holiday dinners &
{tle COUNTRY/WESTERN DANGE
Bl LESSONS Limited space available,
Call 738-0058 for details & times.

| OK COUNTRY & WESTER

MUSEUM' & HALL of FAME |}
3925 SE 29TH = Next lo Wall's = Dal City
=31F4 (Leave Msg.)

r. This is a smoke-free, alcohol-free environment

could have the pro-
cess any more back-
ward and upside down
than that.”

Eckert said she

wasn't happy about
the lack of a quorum.

rties.
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Council Denies Support

For Human Rights Panel

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

Oklahoma City
Councilman Frosty
Peak is among those
on the council who
want to disband the
city's human rights
commission.

But he doesn't have
the votes yet.

“They are nonfunc-
tional,” Peak said of
commission members.

However, Peak and
other council mem-
bers wanting to dis-
band the commission
did have enough votes
on Tuesday and re-
fused to provide the
commission with ad-
ministrative support.

City staff members
have been wanting to

seek proposals for the
administrative sup-

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1995%2F 11%2F20&id=Ar08901

port because the coun-
cll previously had cut
funding for the com-
mission.

And as for the staff-
ing proposal, Peak
said, “T feel strongly
we are wasting $15,000
of taxpayers' money."

Peak was joined in
voting against the
measure by Jack Cor-
nett, Frances Lowrey,
Jerry Foshee and Guy
Liebmann.

Liebmann, a limited
supporter of the com-
mission during budget
hearings, said he is
disappointed with a
proposed ordinance
that would protect

people trom discrimi-
nation because of
their sexual orienta-
tion.

The commission has
been trying to get
enough members in
one place at one time
to consider sending it
on the city council,
without success.

He said the ordi-
nance is anti-busi-
ness.

“I believe this
should be deferred un-
til the human rights
commission gets a
gquorum and shows it
wants to do some-
thing,” he said.

Mayor Ron Norick

and council members
Mark Schwartz, Ann
Simank and Willa
Johnson voted to al-
low proposals to be so-
licited.

Norick said he sup-
ported seeking the
needed administrative
support for the com-
mission even though
he did not support the
proposed ordinance.

“I want to see if they

can get their act to-
gether,” he said.
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City Council
Compromises
On Panel

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

“If Timothy McVeigh were on this council, he would vot
to eliminate the Human Rights Commission.”

That remark made by NAACP member Fannie Bates wa
one of the more caustic comments thrown at a minority c
Oklahoma City Council members who wanted to eliminat
the Oklahoma City Human Rights Commission Tuesday.

Councilmen Jerry Foshee and Frosty Peak were hoping a
least for three other council members to join them in thei
quest to dishand the commission and to kill its funding.

Council Members Jack Cornett and Frances Lowrey wer
supportive.

But the council member who turned out to be crucial i
the fight was Guy Liebmann. o

Liebmann said he wanted to give the commission
chance as he suggested a compromise to save at least Som
funding for the group.

Peak was %1; posing eliminating about $77,000 of feders
Community vﬁlnpment Block Grant funds used to pay fo
the commission’s staff. . .

Liebmann, however, proposed leaving $20,000 in the bloc

See RIGHT'S, Page 2
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grant plan for the commission’s use.

The council voted 54 to approve Liebmann’s

and not dishand the commission.

“They need an opportunity to show us what
they can do,” Liebmann said.

Before then, a variety of representatives from
minority groups addressed the council about
their plans to eliminate funding for the com-
mission, as well as the commission itself,

Bates, co-chairman of a %oIit[cal action com-
mittee of the Oklahoma City chapter of the

The Oklahoman | Wednesday, June 14, 1995 | 86

NAACP, said the council was making a grave
mistake.

Bates said financial backing for the state’s
haman rights commission in the coming year
has not been approved either.

“The governor's veto of the bill ... makes the
need for the Oklahoma City Human Rights
Commission even more acute.”

She also said the city council will set the tone
for what happens elsewhere in the siate.

“If the Human Rights Commission dies, then
with it will die the dreams of thousands of
Oklahomans ... who do not fit into the White,
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant mode,” she added.

Bates said the city council could fund the
commission, and predicted that it would again
someday even if funds were eliminated now.

“Do not underestimate our dedication.”

Councilman Mark Schwartz has been a
staunch supporter of the commission during
fights about whether to give the group more
power. _

He alspo has supported the commission as it
has attempted to convince the city council to
adopt a new law that would declare a protected
status for persons discriminated against be-
cause of their sexual orientation.

“] would rather have a little ... more so than
nothing,” he said.

The heavy criticism left council members
who favored disbanding the group reeling.

“1 am against hate, discrimination ... all of
that,” sald Councilman Foshee, who was vigor
ously attempting to show that he and other
counecil members should not be compared to
McVeigh.

Two ate votes were taken on the hu-
man ts issue, Voting for the flrst pro-

to cut fundiniﬂ'nm 277,000 to $20,000
federal funding but to K the comnmis-
sion were Ma{or Ron Norick and council
members Mark Schwartz, Ann Simank and
Willa Johnson. Voting to eliminate all
funding and end the commission were coun-
cil members Frosty Peak, Jack Cornett,

Frances Lowrey and Jerry Foshee.
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Proposal
Deferred
On Oath

A proposal to
change the oath of of-
fice for the city Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion was deferred
Tuesday by the Okla-
homa City Council.

The Human Rights
Commission changed
its oath to include sex-
ual orientation about
six months ago.

Councilmen Jerry
Foshee and Jack Cor-
nett have asked that
the oath be changed
because it requires
commission appoin-
tees to swear they will
work to fight against
discrimination based
on sexual orientation.

Mission
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City Council
Changes
Panel’s Oat

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

The Oklahoma City Human
Rights Commission had wanted to
remain united in its quest for hu-
man rights for all, including homo-
sexuals.

So they passed an oath asking
commissioners to work toward
that goal.

But their effort was halted this
week by a united Oklahoma City
Council.

Council members on Tuesday
said they think human rights com-
mission members should take the
same ocath of office as any other
elected or appointed city office-
holder.

The council voied to return the
commission's oath of office to a
standard form used by the group
until last July.

“The same oath of office should
be taken by everyone,” said Coun-
cilman Mark Schwartz, who was
supporting Councilman Jerry
Foshee on changing the oath.

The commission changed its cath
last year to require new commis-
sioners to pledge they would fight
against discrimination prompted

by a variety of reasons, including
sexual orientation.

They made the change after the
city council refused to consider a
proposed law that would have giv-
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Land Donations Delayed
— Page 2

en homosexuals status ‘as a prc:
tected class of people.

Commission Chairman Cu Nguy-
en on Tuesday said the group had
changed the oath as a way to reaf-
firm its commiitment to provide
protection from dmcrunmatmn for
any reason.

“Ideally, the commission shuuld
serve the public at large on all
human rights issues,” he said.
“That was the idea, without sin-
gling out or promoting any certain
group.” ]

But some city council members
telt it did promote profection for
homosexuals. Foshee said his new
appointee to the group wasn’t com-
fortable with taking the oath be-
cause such a protection isn't sup-
ported by residents in his south
Oklahoma City ward.

Nguyen said he had no problem
with the council changing the oath
back to its original form, because
the commission serves as a recom
mending body. to the council. .

“It doesn’t bother me,” he said
“If you serve on this commissio

from vour heart, that is more ixr
portant than any oath of office.”
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Panel Strips

Proposal, Sends
It to Council

By Jack Money
Staff Writer

A human rights ordinance is fi-
nally on its way to the Oklahoma
City Council, but not before get.
ling stripped of provisions tiat
made it controversial.

A majority of Oklahoma City Hu-
main Rights Commission members
voted this week to effectively deny
any protection to persons discrimi-
nated against because of their sex-
ual orientation.

They also decided to exempt pri-
vate clubs, and businesses employ-
ing 50 people or less from having
to comply with the law’s other re-
quirements, changes that several
Oklahoma City Council members
had earlier requested.

The commissioner asking for the
sexnal orientation change said it
was a tough decision.

“I came from Vietnam,"” said
Commissioner Cu Ngayen, “where
I escaped from political persecu-

tion.

~ “So it is very difficult for me to
ignore one group in the city in
order to move forward for the -est
of the other minority Eroup*is ~put
I am worried about the fi"!.¢ of
the commission."”

In its original form, the proposed
law would have covered anyone
already protected by federal, state
or local laws. It would have pro-
tected persons discriminated
against because of their sexnal ori-
entation because the city now has
a law on the books protecting
those persons from hate crimes,

However, the commission this
week deleted anyone protected by
“local™ laws.

In its current form, it still would
make it unlawful to discriminate
against people already protected
by federal or state law in matters
of public accommodation, housing,
city employment or private em-

See RIGHTS, Page 2

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/APA/Oklahoman/Print.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DOK%2F 1995%2F 11%2F29&id=Ar07301

7



11/30/2020

The Oklahoman | Wednesday, November 29, 1995 | 74

Rights Panel’s
Votes Detailed

The Oklahoma City
Human Rights Com-
mission took five
votes during its meet-
ing this week on its
proposed human
rights ordinance that
the Oklahoma City
Council will see soon.
The first wvote was
on whether to delete
any minority group
covered by local law
{but not state and fed-
eral law) from protec-
tion under this pro-
posal, basically those
discriminated against
because of sexual ori.
entation.
Commissioners vot-
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ed 6-3 to make the
change.

Commissioners Cu
Nguyen, C.E. Waddle,
Lyda Ruth Crandall
Harrell, Pat Cote, Bri-
an McKye and Dick
Hunter woted vyes.
Commissioners Pam
Fleischaker, Louise
Mitchner and commis-
sion Chairwoman Ber-
niece (Rasmussen)
Eckert voted against
it.

The second and
third votes were to
amend which busi-
nesses would be ex-
empt from the ordi-
nance. Commissioner

Hunter wanted busi-
nesses that employ 100
or fewer persons ex-
empt, a request that
failed 5-4. Commis-
sioners supporting
Hunter were Harrell,
Cote and McKye.
Fleischaker, Mitch-
ner, Eckert, Nguyen
and Waddle were op-
posed.

A subsequent re-
quest to exempt busi-
nesses employing 50
or fewer persons
passed 6-3, with com-
missioners Eckert,
Fleischaker and
Mitehner opposed to
it.

The next vote was
on whether to exempt
private clubs from
having to comply with
the proposed law, It
passed 6-3. Eckert,
Fleischaker and
Mitchner were op-
posed.

The last vote was
taken to send the pro-

posed law on to the
Oklahoma City Coun-
cil. It passed unani-

mously. s

dinance to the councii
in order to avoid ils
own “drop dead” date
of Dec. 31.

The commission sof
that date for asking
the city eouneil to dis
solve it if conumisshon
members did ot Bave
a working ondinance
by then.

"It has Deen ihiwe
vears, ared we haven
made any progress”
he said.

His response (o
Mitehner's concerns
brought sharp wonis
from commission
Chairworman Bemiece
{Rasmussany Bekert.

“We are not here to
please certain groups
of people,” she said.
“It is not an ordi-
nance unless it pro-
tects evervone.”

Commissioner Pam
Fleischaker said she
appreciated Nguyen's
proposal even though
she could not support
it.
“1 fee] that to not in-
clude our neighbors
whose lifestyles and
beliefs may be differ-
ent than ours is in-
sulting and insensi-
tive,” she said. "It
makes almost a ...
mockery of human
rights.

“This country was
(started) on the prinei-
ple that the minority
... heeds protection
from the tyranny of
the majority.”

Passage of the ordi-
nance sets the stage
for council discussion
on it sometime in De-
cember,

Since persons dis-
criminated against be-
cause of their sexual
orientation are no lon-

er an issue, it is like-
y the couneil will
pass the ordinance.
However, it also may
increase the numbers
of public and private
businesses which do
not have to comply.
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Human Rights
Commission’s
Votes Detailed

The Oklahoma City Human Rights Commis-
sion took five votes during its meeting this
week on its proposed human rights ordinance
that the Oklahoma City Council will see soon.

The first vote was on whether to delete any
minority group covered by local law (but not
state and federal law) from protection under
this proposal, basically those discriminated
against because of sexual orientation.

Commissioners voted 6-3 to make the change.

Commissioners Cu Nguyen, C.E. Waddle, Ly-
da Ruth Crandall Harrell, Pat Cote, Brian
McKye and Dick Hunter voted yes. Commis-
sioners Pam Fleischaker, Louise Mitchner and
commission Chairwoman Berniece (Rasmus-
sen) Eckert voted against it.

The second and third votes were to amend
which businesses would be exempt from the
ordinance. Commissioner Hunter wanted busi-
nesses that employ 100 or fewer persons ex-
empt, a request that failed 5-4. Commissioners
supporting Hunter were Harrell, Cote and
McKye. Fleischaker, Mitchner, Eckert, Nguyen
and Waddle were opposed.

A subsequent request to exempt businesses
employing 50 or fewer persons passed 6-3, with
commissioners Eckert, Fleischaker and Mitch-
ner opposed to it.

The next vote was on whether to exempt
private clubs from having to comply with the

proposed law. It passed 6-3. Eckert, Fleischaker
and Mitchner were opposed.

The last vote was taken to send the proposed

law on to the Oklahoma City Council. It passed
unanimously.
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