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WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THE 
INNOVATION DISTRICT 
LAND USE PLAN?

• Provide specific recommendations to guide   
new development

• Guide zoning code updates

• Guide Tax Increment Financing (TIF) incentives

• Prioritize future bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements
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Acknowledgement
• Difficult history of redevelopment and 

urban renewal in NE OKC.

• Communities were razed and replaced 
with what is now much of the Health 
Center and I-235, disproportionately 
affecting historically African American 
neighborhoods.

• City now engages the community before 
decisions are made.
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•  Def ines  la nd  use  
pr ior i t ies  a nd  
esta b l i shes  roa dm a p 
for  fu ture  
deve lopm ent

WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THE 
INNOVATION DISTRICT 
LAND USE PLAN?



LAND USE PLAN 
ZONING

•  On ly  a  p or t ion  o f  th e  
La nd  Use  P la n  i s  
c ur rent ly  w i th in  OKC 
zon ing
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• The Land Use Plan will not change existing zoning.

• The Land Use Plan will not require property 
owners to make any changes to their existing 
property.

• The Land Use Plan will be used to review future 
rezoning proposals when they occur.

• Any future rezoning proposals will require public 
hearings at Planning Commission and City Council.  
Surrounding property owners will be notified of 
any hearings.

HOW WILL THE 
INNOVATION DISTRICT 
LAND USE PLAN BE 
USED?
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Community Outreach
2018 2020
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What we heard
• What does the plan do for neighborhoods?

• The Harr ison -Walnut Neighborhood is  shown too dense

• What does the plan do to keep housing affordable?

• What does the plan do to support  Black -owned businesses?

• Why does the plan cut off  my neighborhood?

• How can residents have a voice in what gets  bui lt  in their  

neighborhood?
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What does the plan do for the 
neighborhoods? 

P ro p o s ed  L a n d  U s e  P l a n

G e n e r a l  U r b a n :

2  t o  4  s t o r i e s

U r b a n  H i g h  I n t e n s i t y :

3  s t o r i e s  m i n i m u m

Response:
Recommends less development intensity in some areas than 
planokc



WHAT WILL THE 
LAND USE PLAN  
DO FOR 
NEIGHBORHOODS?
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Harrison-Walnut Neighborhood 
is shown too dense

P l a n  d ra f t  a s  s h o w n  a t  m e e t i n g s
S u m m e r  2 0 2 1

Response:
Change from High Intensity Mixed-Use to General Urban

P l a n  d ra f t  a s  s h o w n  a t  P C  M e e t i n g s
S u m m e r  2 0 2 1
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What does the plan do to keep 
housing affordable? Response:

Promotes increased density and a variety of housing types

One s ing le - fami ly
i. $50,000 lot
ii. $150/sq ft to build
iii.Total cost per unit is $500,000

Three townhomes
i. $50,000 lot
ii. $150/sq ft to build
iii.Total cost per unit is $316,000

Six  condominiums
i. $50,000 lot
ii. $150/sq ft to build
iii.Total cost per unit is $188,330

Example
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What does the plan do to support 
Black-owned businesses?
Response:
◦ Promotes increased density

◦ Designates areas for retail destinations

◦ Includes building design guidelines for retail, 
dining, service, and entertainment uses

◦ Connects customers to services with a network of 
safe and comfortable streets for all users
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Why does the plan cut 
off my neighborhood?
Response:
◦ Plan boundaries are designed to address 

the buffer between the neighborhoods 
and adjacent development, not the 
entire neighborhood itself.

◦ Neighborhoods extend – intact – beyond 
the Land Use Plan boundary.
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How can residents have a voice in 
what happens in their neighborhood?

Submit 
application

Staff review
Planning 

Commission 
City Council

Building 
permit

•Staff analyzes the 

proposal’s conformance 

with the comprehensive 

plan (including any 

amendments such as the 

Innovation District Land 

Use Plan) and provides a 

recommendation to 

Planning Commission

•Holds public hearing(s) 
and makes a 
recommendation to   
City Council

•Notices mailed to 
adjacent and nearby 
property owners

•Holds public hearing(s) 
and makes the final 
decision on rezoning 
applications

REZONING APPLICATIONS

Response:
Maintain existing process for public hearings and property owner notification



LAND USE PLAN:  
KEY FEATURES

•  Gu ide l ines  for  bu i ld ing  
for m  a nd  dens i ty





LAND USE PLAN:  
KEY FEATURES

•  Gu ide l ines  for  bu i ld ing  
he ights ,  b loc k  s i zes ,  lo t  
w idths ,  bu i ld ing  
setba c ks ,  s idewa lks ,  
pa r k ing ,  a nd  bu i ld ing  
des ign



LAND USE PLAN:  
KEY FEATURES

•  Gu ide l ines  for  
“ l i va b le  st reets”  
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•  Con n ec ts  n e igh b or h ood s  
a nd  customers  to  
ser v ic es ,  bus inesses ,  a nd  
em ploym ent  by  p la nn ing  
for  a  networ k  o f  sa fe  a nd  
comfor tab le  st reets  for  a l l  
users
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LAND USE PLAN:  
KEY FEATURES



LAND USE PLAN:  
KEY FEATURES

•  Gu ide l ines  for  
preser v ing  h i stor i c  
bui ld ings
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NEXT STEPS

• Planning Commission 11-18-21

A c t ion : adopt  the  I nnovat ion  D i st r i c t  Land  Use  P lan  as  an  
am endm ent  to  the  com pr ehens ive  p lan

• City  Counci l  12-21-21

A c t ion : r ece ive  the  am endm ent  to  the  com pr ehens ive  p lan

Oklahoma City Planning Department

Lisa Chronister, Assistant Planning Director

lisa.chronister@okc.gov

(405) 297-1628

Questions?

Schedule


