
Special Designation (if applicable)

Opportunity Zone (See: www.cdfifund.gov/Pages/Opportunity-Zones.aspx)

In the space below, explain your interest in the Local Foods, Local Places program. You should include answers to the following:

• What is the project's geographic scope (e.g., neighborhood, city-wide)? What is the area's demographic makeup and economic
condition? If the project involves a particular building or site, please include its address.

• What challenges does your community face around downtown or neighborhood revitalization?
• What actions has your community taken so far to overcome these challenges?
• How do you propose to use local foods as a strategy to help address some of these challenges?
• How would a community workshop through Local Foods, Local Places help you achieve your goals?
• What will be the environmental benefits of achieving your goals? Does this work build on any past environmental work, e.g., a
brownfields assessment or cleanup?

• What other partners will be involved in planning and implementing your action plan, such as public agencies and institutions, non-      
governmental organizations, foundations, businesses, agricultural producers, and residents? Will elected officials be supportive?

• What other assistance related to this project has your organization and/or community received? How have you been able to use that
assistance to advance your goals?

• If you are in an Opportunity Zone, how will this assistance help you leverage that designation to implement your action plan?
Your response must fit in the two boxes below. Text does not automatically flow from one box to the next. You must click on each box.
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First Name:                Last Name: 

Position/Title: 
Email:                                                                                                                                          Phone Number:

2019-20 Application
Before filling out this form, please read the request for applications at https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/local-foods-local-places-2019-2020-application 

Lead Organization:

Project Location  City: State:               County:

 City Population (See: http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml):

Point of Contact (must be available for duration of project to lead coordination of local participation and interact with the planning assistance team)

Tribe (please identify) 

http://www.cdfifund.gov/Pages/Opportunity-Zones.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/local-foods-local-places-2019-2020-application
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
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	Name of Tribe: 
	Tribe: Off
	State: OK
	County: Oklahoma
	Organization: City of Oklahoma City
	City: Oklahoma City
	First Name: T.O.
	Last Name: Bowman
	Title: Sustainability Manager
	Email: Sustainability@okc.gov
	Phone Number: 405-297-3168
	Population: 649,021
	Opportunity Zone: Yes
	Answers to application questions:  Among the largest municipalities in the United States, Oklahoma City spans 621 square miles across four counties as the center of a metropolitan area home to more than 1.4 million people. Since the Home Owner's Loan Corporation redlined portions of Oklahoma City in the 1930s, the northeast sector of the city closest to downtown has remained predominately African-American in population. Within this northeast sector is the proposed Local Foods, Local Places project location, an approximately nine square mile area comprising the 73111 ZIP code. Census estimates for the 73111 area show a population of 10,896 with the population 92% non-white. The per capita income is an estimated $19,044, about 40% lower than the citywide per capita income, and an estimated 30% of 73111 households are below the poverty line. The U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service's Food Access Research Atlas, using both 2010 and 2015 data, identified more than 75% of 73111 tracts as “low-income, low-access” food deserts, meaning each tract contains greater than 100 housing units without a vehicle located more than ½ mile from the nearest supermarket. 
However, 73111's status as a food desert changed thanks to the opening of two supermarkets  - but only temporarily. In January 2018, a full-service discount grocery store occupied almost 20,000 square feet in a 73111 shopping center but closed its doors before the end of 2018. The ZIP code's single remaining grocery store announced a sudden closure on August 5, 2019, effectively eliminating access to fresh meat, fruit, and vegetables for the majority of 73111 residents. In response, Oklahoma City Ward 7 Councilwoman Nikki Nice formed a stakeholder group to coordinate responses to and provide resources for the sudden food insecurity. Partners include the Oklahoma City-County Health Department, who sited their Northeast Regional Health & Wellness Campus in the 73111 ZIP code in recognition of the need for greater interventions due to the area's health outcomes; the Lynn Institute for Healthcare Research, a 501(c)(3) focused on community health research partly focused on a decade-long effort to improve health outcomes in northeast Oklahoma City; OKC Black Eats, a marketing consultancy that works with hospitality professionals and restauranteurs to support and grow businesses in the African American community; the Oklahoma City Zoo and Botanical Gardens; the City's transit provider, EMBARK; and community representatives from the 13 area neighborhood associations as well as churches and businesses. Councilwoman Nice also convened partners to orchestrate an economic development project that will see a full-service grocery store and corporate headquarters just west of the 73111 ZIP code. 
 
	Answers to application questions continued: However, construction of this facility remains a year or more away; in the interim as well as to ensure long-term sustainability, community-driven solutions to address food insecurity are a necessity so that communities within73111 are insulated from market shifts and failures.
 
The City adopted the NE Renaissance Tax Increment District in 2015 as a tool to promote redevelopment of the NE 23rd Street corridor between Interstate 235 and the Oklahoma River, a.k.a. the Northeast Renaissance Urban Renewal Plan area. Additionally, a majority of the project area is located in a Federal Opportunity Zone and Oklahoma City's Mayor David Holt recently joined the Advisory Council for Accelerator for America, an organization seeking to scale and replicate local solutions to economic insecurity across the country. However, there are significant social and environmental challenges in and around the project area that will require a strong network of stakeholders and sustained external support.
 
Research conducted by the Lynn Institute on community health and lifestyle in Northeast Oklahoma City ZIP codes 73105, 73111, and 73117 in Northeast Oklahoma City found residents in 73111 have significantly higher rates of cardiovascular disease (85%), hypertension (325%), stroke (128%), heart attack (15%), and diabetes disease (125%) mortality than U.S. averages. More than 56% of residents in the 73111 ZIP code said they consume less than one serving of fruit per day (33% higher than U.S. average) and 51% said they consume less than one serving of vegetables per day (55% higher than U.S. average). The study also showed the rate at which households in 73111 use Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits (34.5%) is 153% higher than the U.S. average of 13.6%.
 
To address these challenges, we propose to use the technical assistance to develop a strategic action plan centered on local food access, production, distribution, and marketing that will leverage existing economic development tools and stakeholder/community groups to create a resilient local food network. Local Foods, Local Places offers a collaborative, structured platform to help residents and businesses organize and address existing gaps in services so that local government can best support community needs. We believe connecting and supporting relationships between residents and local food producers and retailers will offer greater support for existing small businesses and will identify opportunities to improve food access, education, and economic development.
 


